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Commitment Weekend Script- 2026 Appeal 
 
Last weekend, I announced that we will be conducting our Lenten Commitment/In-Pew Weekend this weekend. 
This is an opportunity for those of you who have not yet made a gift, to join your fellow parishioners today and 
help our parish reach its goal.  
 
You should have received two letters, one from Cardinal Dolan, and most recently, from our new pastoral 
shepherd, Archbishop Hicks, who reiterated the importance of the Cardinal’s Appeal to the mission of the wider 
Church.  
 
Every parish in the archdiocese, including our parish, makes it a priority to help the broader Church in New 
York. Through your support in the Stewardship Appeal, you serve the needs of our neighbors across the 
archdiocese, where together we strive to raise a total of $21 million by Easter, which will provide: 
 

• ($9M) Financial Assistance for Struggling Parishes 
• ($3.5M) Pastoral Administration, Grants, and Services 
• ($3M) Retired Priests, Priestly Education, and Formation Programs 
• ($3M) Catholic Education 
• ($2.5M) Charitable Outreach 

 
I personally support this appeal for its impact on [optional - pastor highlights 1-3 element(s)]. 
Each of you already does so much for our parish home but today, I would like to invite each of us to extend that 
generosity to the rest of our Archdiocese, which needs our help. It is very important to support the greater 
Church, and I want our parish to be an example of 100% participation. 
 
For those who have already made their gift, thank you for your early support. Thanks to your generosity, our 
parish has already reached ___% of goal. I am excited to say we are only $XX away from reaching our goal of 
$XX. I hope we can reach our goal as early as this weekend or by Easter and share the good news with our new 
archbishop! To get there, I need every household who has not yet participated, to join me and your fellow 
parishioners today! 
 
[FILLING OUT AN ENVELOPE] At this time, you should see special Appeal envelopes in the pews, but if 
they are not there at the moment, I would like to ask the ushers to begin handing out the pens and envelopes… 
(direct parishioners to pass down the envelopes at the end of the pews). I would like to walk everyone through 
this process for anyone who is new to our parish or the Appeal. 
 
(Consider filling out your envelope with your parishioners) 
Step 1: I ask that you prayerfully consider a sacrificial gift that is most appropriate for you and your family. 
 
Step 2: Include your contact information, full name, address, and email, so we can share updates with you. Be 
sure to direct your gift to PARISH NAME, CITY NAME so that our parish receives credit for your gift. 
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Step 3: On the right, please indicate your total intended gift amount. You have the option to make a one-time 
gift or make a pledge where you make your gift at a later date or make several payments up to 9-months to 
fulfill your pledge. Choose your preferred method of payment. 
 

• If you indicated you wish to pay by card, please include that information. 
• If paying by check, please make it out to the Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal, not the parish. 

 
(Please note that you do not have to make your first payment today — a billing statement can be sent to you for 
your pledge commitment.)  
 
Step 4: Optional - Write any prayer intention you have on the section of the pledge envelope that says, “prayer 
intentions.” Thank you, and God bless. 
 
Commitment Weekend Script (Abbreviated Version) - 2026 Appeal 

• Every year we try to help our broader community in the archdiocese through our support of the 
Stewardship Appeal. 

• Let’s continue the momentum of this year’s Appeal that started under Cardinal Dolan to its successful 
completion under our new pastoral shepherd, Archbishop Hicks. 

• I personally believe in and support the mission of the Appeal. 
• There are several case elements that are especially important to our community — namely <….> 
• If you have never given before, I invite you to be involved this year. 
• I want to thank you who give year after year, new supporters and for those who have shown early 

support by already making a gift. 
• Thanks to early support, the parish is ___% of its $_____goal and can reach goal this weekend if $___ is 

raised. 
• Our parish aim is 100% participation. This means we want EVERY household to participate this year. 

Every gift will be making a difference. 
• Allow me to help you through the participation process, I will use my own special Appeal envelope as 

an example. 
o Walk through the \ envelope, line by line, so that newcomers can understand the process. Take 

your time, it is easy to speed through the instructions, but fewer people will participate if they are 
rushed. 

o Make checks payable to the Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal, not the parish. 
o Make a gift online by scanning the QR code on the envelope or go to cardinalsappeal.org 
o Emphasize the ease of a one-time gift or a pledge commitment over several months. 
o Mention the prayer intentions section of the pledge envelope  
o (For pastor) Make sure to clearly define the Appeal envelope collection process. 

• Thank you again and God bless you. 
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Tips for a Successful Commitment Weekend 
 

The goal of Commitment/In-Pew Weekend is to receive a completed response from all parishioners present at 
all Masses in the parish, whether through pledge envelopes or online giving, and to invite people into active 

participation in the wider life of the Church. 
Keys to Success: 

• Communicate with your Campaign Manager to ensure your parish’s Appeal goal progress is up to date. 
• Mission is the priority. People will be more generous to the Appeal and the parish if they feel they are 

being invited into the Church’s mission of evangelization and service through their gifts of time, talent, 
and treasure.  

• Form a team at the parish to help parishioners fill out envelopes and collect them. 
o Include ushers in the distribution and collection of the special Appeal envelopes. 

• Set-up a Cardinal’s Appeal table/space just for Appeal materials (add a table cloth on top to make it look 
nice) 

• Conduct a 5-Star Commitment Weekend: 
o Present after the homily or tie-in the homily message. It is not recommended to replace the 

homily with the Commitment Weekend pitch. If you present after Communion, make sure it is 
presented as a priority over any other announcements that week.  

o Use the script as a guide and make it personal to the parish. 
o Instruct all parishioners to complete their information and turn in an envelope today. 
o Remind those who wish to give online that there are QR codes on the interior of the envelopes. 
o Ushers or team members should collect the envelopes immediately after parishioners fill out 

their responses. It is not the best practice to suggest parishioners take home the envelopes (that’s 
what the pre-commitment weekend was for) 

• Offer a prayer of thanks for fulfilling commitments of time, talent, and treasure. 
• ASK YOUR CAMPAIGN MANAGER FOR SUPPORT. Your CM’s job is to help you strategize, 

encourage, and execute a great commitment weekend so that you reach goal early in the Appeal season. 
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SPANISH TRANSLATION 
(Headings and instructions remain in English.) 

 
Commitment Weekend Script- 2026 Appeal 

 
El fin de semana pasado anuncié que este fin de semana llevaríamos a cabo nuestro Fin de Semana de 
Compromiso Cuaresmal. Esta es una oportunidad para que quienes no han podido hacer un donativo a que se 
unan hoy a sus compañeros feligreses y ayuden a nuestra parroquia a alcanzar su meta. 
 
Deberían haber recibido dos cartas: una del Cardenal Dolan y, más recientemente, de nuestro nuevo pastor 
arquidiocesano, el Arzobispo Hicks, quien destacó nuevamente la importancia de la Campaña para la misión de 
la Iglesia en general. 
 
Cada parroquia de la arquidiócesis, incluso la nuestra, hace una prioridad del apoyo a la Iglesia a través de 
Nueva York. A través de su apoyo a la Campaña Anual, ustedes atienden las necesidades de nuestros hermanos 
y hermanas en toda la arquidiócesis, donde juntos colaboramos por recaudar un total de $21 millones para el 
domingo de Pascua, lo cual permitirá ofrecer: 
 

• ($9M) Ayuda Financiera a Parroquias en Dificultades 
• ($3.5M) Administración Pastoral, Subvenciones y Servicios 
• ($3M) Sacerdotes Jubilados, Educación Sacerdotal y Programas de Formación 
• ($3M) Educación Católica 
• ($2.5M) Alcance Caritativo 

 
Yo personalmente apoyo esta Campaña por su impacto en [optional - pastor highlights 1-3 element(s)]. 
Cada uno de ustedes ya hace tanto por nuestra comunidad parroquial, pero hoy quisiera invitar a cada uno de 
nosotros a extender esa generosidad al resto de nuestra arquidiócesis, que tanto necesita de nuestra ayuda. Es 
muy importante apoyar a la Iglesia en su conjunto, y deseo que nuestra parroquia sea un ejemplo de 
participación total. 
 
Para aquellos que ya han hecho su contribución, les agradezco su apoyo puntual. Gracias a su generosidad, 
nuestra parroquia ya ha alcanzado el ___% de la meta. Me alegra decir que estamos a solo $XX de llegar a 
nuestra meta de $XX. Espero que podamos alcanzarla tan pronto como este fin de semana o para el domingo de 
Pascua, y que así podamos compartir la buena noticia con nuestro nuevo arzobispo. Para lograrlo, necesito que 
cada familia que todavía no ha participado se una a mí y a sus compañeros feligreses hoy mismo. 
 
[FILLING OUT AN ENVELOPE] En este momento, deberían ver los sobres especiales de la Campaña en los 
asientos de los bancos; pero si no están ahí actualmente, quiero pedirle a los ujieres que comiencen a repartir los 
sobres y los bolígrafos (or las plumas)… (direct parishioners to pass down the envelopes at the end of the pews). Me 
gustaría dirigirlos a todos en este proceso, especialmente a quienes son nuevos en nuestra parroquia o a la 
Campaña. 
 
(Consider filling out your envelope with your parishioners) 
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Paso 1: Les pido que consideren, en oración y sacrifico, la contribución que sea más adecuada para ustedes y su 
familia. 
 
Paso 2: Incluyan sus datos de contacto: nombre completo, dirección y correo electrónico, para que podamos 
mantenerlos informados. No olviden de dirigir su contribución a PARISH NAME, CITY NAME para que 
nuestra parroquia reciba el beneficio correspondiente. 
 
Paso 3: A la derecha, favor de indicar la cantidad que desean contribuir. Tienen la opción de hacer un donativo 
a través de un solo pago o hacer una promesa de donación, ya sea para entregarla en una fecha posterior o 
mediante varios pagos mensuales durante un período de hasta 9 meses para cumplir su compromiso. Elijan su 
método de pago preferido. 
 

• Si indicaron que desean pagar con tarjeta, por favor incluyan esa información. 
• Si van a pagar con cheque, háganlo a nombre de la Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal, no de la 

parroquia. 
 
(Favor de tomar en cuenta que no es necesario que hagan su primer pago hoy — se les puede enviar un 
recordatorio mensual para cumplir con su compromiso de donación.) 
 
Paso 4: Opcional - Escriban cualquier intención de oración que tengan en la sección del sobre de compromiso 
que dice “Intenciones de Oración”. Muchas gracias, y que Dios los bendiga. 
 
Commitment Weekend Script (Abbreviated Version) - 2026 Appeal 

• Cada año tratamos de ayudar a nuestra comunidad a través la arquidiócesis mediante nuestro apoyo a la 
Campaña. 

• Continuemos el impulso de la Campaña de este año, que comenzó bajo el Cardenal Dolan, hasta su 
exitosa culminación bajo nuestro nuevo pastor arquidiocesano, el Arzobispo Hicks. 

• Yo, personalmente, creo en la misión de la Campaña y la apoyo. 
• Hay varios elementos fundamentales que son especialmente importantes para nuestra comunidad — a 

saber, <…>. 
• Si nunca han contribuido anteriormente, los invito a participar este año. 
• Quiero agradecer a quienes dan año tras año, a los nuevos colaboradores y a quienes ya han mostrado su 

apoyo puntual haciendo un donativo. 
• Gracias a ese apoyo inicial, la parroquia ha alcanzado el __% de su meta de $____, y podemos llegar a 

la meta este fin de semana si recaudamos $___. 
• Nuestro objetivo como parroquia es una participación del 100%. Esto significa que queremos que 

TODOS los hogares participen este año. Cada donativo marcará una diferencia. 
• Permítanme acompañarlos en el proceso de participación; usaré mi propio sobre especial de la Campaña 

como ejemplo. 
o Walk through the \ envelope, line by line, so that newcomers can understand the process. Take your time, 

it is easy to speed through the instructions, but fewer people will participate if they are rushed. 
o Hagan sus cheques a nombre de la Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal, no de la parroquia. 
o Hagan su contribución en línea escaneando la clave QR en el sobre o en 

cardinalsappeal.org/donate. 
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o Emphasize the ease of a one-time gift or a pledge commitment over several months. 
o Mention the prayer intentions section of the pledge envelope  
o (For pastor) Make sure to clearly define the Appeal envelope collection process. 

• Muchas gracias, y que Dios los bendiga. 
 


